
Fire station attended:       Training:   
7.30pm to 9.30pm Wednesdays - Phone (08) 8524 5623   Fax: (08) 8524 5128 Every Wednesday commencing at 7.30pm at the fire station. 

Lyndoch CFS 
Grapevine Article – March 2012 

 
 

 

Let’s not be complacent! 
 
It’s fair to say we’ve had a relatively mild Summer. In the last week we’ve had temperatures in the mid-high 
30oC’s but we haven’t had the continuous 40oC plus days we’ve had in previous years. 
 
The Fire Danger Season doesn’t end in the Mt Lofty Ranges until 30th April, so we still have a fair way to go. 
It’s important that we still maintain home maintenance in terms of keeping areas around the house clear of dry 
leaves – the gutters are probably littered with a broad range of leaves and twigs and if we have a sudden 
downpour the risk of water getting into house under the eaves is possible. The repercussions of this are that 
they can cause other issues – we have had people with water coming through their light fittings. 
 
We are still likely to have Fire Ban days and it’s important you are familiar with what you can and can’t do. For 
more information contact the CFS Bushfire Information Hotline on 1300 362 361 or visit www.cfs.sa.gov.au 
and click on the Fire Restrictions Menu option. 
 
Lyndoch CFS Station 
 
This was last mentioned in the June 
2011 edition – we had hoped for 
movement in the intervening months 
but a number of issues were required 
to be resolved. These have now been 
addressed and in late January the 
tenders closed. We hope to see 
movement on the station shortly so 
keep your eyes open.  
 
The building of the station will not 
have any impact on response 
activities of the brigade. 

 
 
Lyndoch CFS is always looking for new members – do you have a 
truck licence, available during the day, interested in participating in an 
organisation that supports the local community.  
 
All training and equipment provided. Specialist skills training available 
after the Basic Firefighting course. 
 
If you looking at going into the Police force, they strongly recommend 
people participate in community organisations such as CFS. It builds 
some of the character requirements that they look for. 
 
For more info visit the CFS station on any Wedesday night. 
 

 
Incidents attended 
 
Since the 1st January 2012, Lyndoch CFS has 
responded to 21 incidents. This brings the total 
up to 58 for the current financial year. 
 
While most of these incidents have been 
relatively minor, 3 of them were vehicle related 
accidents. In one accident on the 22nd of January 
a driver was returning from Gawler on the 
Lyndoch Valley road near the Lyndoch Hill 
Retreat when a vehicle travelling at speed can up 
over the hill forcing the driver to go onto the dirt 
and come in contact with the poplar trees off on 
the verge. 

What was frustrating was the other vehicle then turned off 
their lights and continued on towards Gawler – the driver 
not only failed to stop but also drove without lights with the 
potential to cause another incident – it was a costly 
experience for the person in the car as all he was in 
Gawler for was a carton of milk.  
 
In the last incident on the 17th of February a vehicle turned 
into the path of another on Lyndoch 
Valley Way – while SA Ambulance was 
called this was a precautionary 
measure only. 
 
We ask all members of the community 
to drive carefully and pay attention. 
Safety First – Come Home Safe. 

 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR LOCAL CFS BRIGADE, VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT www.lyndochcfs.com.au 

 
Neville Kies 
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Mobile: 0417 245 128 
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Smoke sightings! – What’s going on? 
 
Even though the Fire Danger Season is not over in the Mount Lofty Ranges, you may see smoke rising up around. Why? 
Farmers via the Council can seek permission to undertake burning off of their stubble paddocks – they do however have 
some obligations. 
 

1) They must still seek a permit from the local council Fire Prevention Officer – Schedule 9 for lighting fires during 
the fire danger season. 

2) This schedule identifies their obligations they need to abide by which includes the notification of the local brigade 
on the day of their intention to burn. 

 
The challenge for some of us when we see fire is that it may look closer than it actually is and in some cases it’s not even 
in the Barossa Council area – approved burnoffs in the Light Council area can spread towards the valley as can some in 
the Adelaide Hills (Gumeracha, Forreston etc). 
 
So what do I do? You can ring 000 and request the Fire Service, they will, based on the information you provide them be 
possibly able to provide information of burnoffs in the area – if they can’t then they will usually ask a number of questions 
and respond the nearest most appropriate brigade to investigate. 
 
Chimney / Flue Fire Prevention 
 
With some colder nights starting to occur and even some days, it’s noticeable that 
some households are starting to stoke up the combustion heater.  
 
Now is a good time to check if the flue or chimney needs cleaning! 
 
A pre winter check for wood fires includes: 
 
Flues: 
• Clean the flue using a cylindrical wire brush 

available from most hardware stores 
• Check the flue for corrosion, particularly the 

sections that are out of sight in the roof cavity 
• Check that the flue is central in the heat shield 

and if the conical shroud on the external heat 
shield has been dislodged, check for bird nests 
and accumulation of leaf litter 

 

Lyndoch Station is no more 
 
As you may have noticed, the old 
Lyndoch Station has been pulled 
down ready for the builder to come in 
and start the process of building a 
new Fire Station.  
 
A special thank you needs to go to 
all the brigade members who gave 
up their Saturday to bring the station 
down in approx 6 hours.  
 
Once they start, keep your eye on 
www.lyndochcfs.com.au for pictures 
and updates. 
 
 

Chimneys:  
• Clean the chimney using a wire brush and look out for big chunks of mortar or brick in the soot which will indicate 

decay inside the chimney 
• Check the section of chimney within the roof space for loose or missing bricks or mortar 
 
While you are thinking about your wood heater, consider the distance to the nearest flammable material like a lounge, 
cupboard or curtains. Has something been moved closer to the fire over Summer that may now present a danger?  If you 
are unsure on what is a safe distance, consult the Operators Manual or check with the supplier 
 
Should your chimney catch fire, please call the fire service immediately and ensure all occupants are accounted for and 
safe. 
 
Then, use a fire extinguisher if available and where possible, restrict the flow of air to the fire by closing doors and 
windows.  Beware when using water because it will create steam, which can also cause burns. 
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Fire Danger Season – Ends 30th April 2012 
 
From midnight on the 30th April 2012, the Fire Danger Season ends across the rest of the State including the Mount Lofty 
Ranges and so backyard burning is now allowed.  
 
It is likely that many of us have stockpiled rubbish ready to burn and we would like to remind residents of the following. 
 
FIRST: THINK FIRE SAFETY! 

 
1. Please ensure there is a four metre clear space around and above your 

rubbish heap. 
2. If you think your rubbish heap is too big or too close to trees or buildings, 

make several smaller heaps in safer areas. Smaller heaps are likely to 
burn more efficiently anyway. 

3. Please ensure you have a rake or shovel on hand together with a water 
hose that is capable of reaching to the far side of the fire. 

4. Please do not leave the fire unattended at any time. 
5. Please be considerate of your neighbours with regards to wind direction 

and smoke. 
 
SECOND: THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) HAS 
STRICT RULES FOR DOMESTIC BACKYARD BURNING! 

 
1. Backyard burning is only allowed Monday to Saturday.  
2. Fires must not be lit before 10am. 
3. Fires must be completely extinguished by 3pm.  
4. Only perfectly dry wood, paper and pruning’s can be burnt in a clean hot burn. 
5. Leaves, lawn clippings and other garden refuse should be composted or disposed of via the “Green Waste” pickup 

service. The Barossa Council encourages these options. 
6. It is an offence to burn Treated Pine and items containing plastics. 
7. Smoke that is offensive to neighbours is reportable. 
8. The only fires allowed at night are home heaters and outside fires principally used for cooking or “comfort fires” not 

exceeding 1 metre by 1 metre, using clean dry wood. 
9. Penalty - on the spot fines may be issued by The Barossa Council or the EPA. 
 
Bonfires at locations outside township boundaries must not be burnt at night and must comply with items 1 to 7 
above. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 

• These are EPA regulations, not CFS or The Barossa Council 
regulations.  

• The Barossa Council administers the regulations along with 
the EPA and SA Police. 

• The local CFS Fire Brigade only puts out the fires. 
 
If you require further information on domestic or rural burning, pick up a 
“fact sheet” from your local Council Office or call Jamie or Chadd  at The 
Barossa Council on 8563 8444, before you burn a hole in your pocket. 
 

LYNDOCH STATION – UPDATE 
 
Just a quick note to say, that as one may be 
able to see, things are now moving at the 
site. A number of people have enquired what 
was happening – some thinking the station 
has been moved. Quite simply, all being well 
in approximately 20 weeks, a new Lyndoch 
CFS Station will rise up on the site. 
Something which some have been waiting 
18 years for. Watch this space. 
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Winter Fire Safety! 
Do you dry clothes in front of the heater?  
 
Radiant heat from domestic heaters will readily ignite fabrics particularly synthetics, including clothes, towels and curtains. Please 
ensure that: 
 
• If damp clothes are dried overnight in front of a slow combustion heater that they are kept at least two metres from direct radiant 

heat.  
• Freestanding heaters are placed so that they cannot be accidentally tipped over or bumped up against furniture or curtains. 
• A fire screen is used in front of an open fire is to reduce the risk of a fire being started from sparks or a piece of timber rolling out of 

the fire. 
 
Do you have candles burning in your home? 
 
If so, please observe basic precautions which include: 
 
• The candleholder is solid enough and stable enough to hold the candle securely. 
• Not leaving candles unattended near soft furnishings or curtains. 
• Not using candles as night-lights for children. 
• Making sure candles are extinguished before you leave the room. 
• Make sure candles are extinguished before you go to sleep. 
 
Have you checked your electric blankets?  
 
Each winter electric blankets cause a number of house fires. Some of the causes are: 
 
• Frayed wiring at the controller or where wiring is attached to the mattress. If you see frayed wiring do not use the electric blanket. 
• Damaged internal wiring. This can result from electric blankets being stored with tight folds, which damages the insulation around 

the heating coils.  
• Electric blankets left switched on for extended periods. The heat build up can be enough to ignite the mattress or bedclothes. 
 
House / Structure Fires 
 
Besides a fully functional Smoke Detector – there are other items of fire safety 
equipment that are useful to have around the house. These are a Fire Blanket and a 
Fire Extinguisher. 
 

 

A Fire Blanket is useful in the kitchen for dealing with hot oils on the 
stove that are contained within the pot. Once the item has been covered 
the fuel source should be turned off and the Fire Service called. A Fire 
Blanket is usually a single use device and can cost as little as $20.00 
 

 

A small Dry Powder Fire Extinguisher is another useful piece of 
equipment which can be used on a majority of the combustible materials, 
fuels and electrical fire that may occur either in the home or in the car or 
caravan. A small 1kg to 2.5kg extinguisher is all that is needed. One in 
the shed may also be useful. A small extinguisher may cost as little as 
$30.00. 

 
These two items are available from most hardware stores and even Australia Post 
stocks these items at their larger Post Offices. 
 

LYNDOCH STATION 
* UPDATE * 

 
Some more positive movement 
on the site this month. The 
plumbing and concrete slab for 
the administration area has been 
poured and hopefully over the 
next couple of weeks a frame a 
building should start to appear 
just like a Phoenix rising up out of 
the ashes. 
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Statistics for 2011 / 2012 
 
Lyndoch responded to 76 incidents over the past 12 months (July 1 – June 30). This is a 16% drop from the previous year 
where we responded to 90 incidents. 

 
Of note is the following 
 

• 100% increase in Fixed Alarm responses over the previous 12 months 
• 80% increase in Vehicle accidents with no injuries 
• 82% decrease in Tree Down responses (from 23 to 4) 

 
The average for the past 10 years has dropped slightly to 95. 
 
Welcome 
 
We’ve been a little remise of late in welcoming new 
members. 
 
A warm welcome is made to Ben Evans. Ben on 
joining the brigade completed his basic training one 
weekend and promptly undertook breathing 
apparatus training the next. While this is highly 
unusual and not the norm, his commitment and 
application is much appreciated and acknowledged 
by the brigade. Well done 
 

LYNDOCH STATION 
* UPDATE * 

 
Some more positive movement on the site 
this month. The administration area 
framework is complete and the shed is 
starting to take shape. A new septic tank has 
also been put in. The build is running a little 
behind time at the moment due to the shed 
manufacture being a little behind. We are 
working on a handover date for the building 
on about the 20th September. 
 

Brigade AGM - 2010 
 
A reminder to all that the Brigade AGM is scheduled for the 22nd August 2012 at 1930 hours – Lyndoch Station. 
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Fire Prevention – Starts NOW! 
 
It is likely that the Fire Danger season will start early again this year. 
This may be subject to change and closer to the Fire Danger Season 
these dates will be officially published. It is therefore important that you 
think about preparing your house and surroundings now rather than 
leave it to the last minute. The rains of late have prompted consistent 
growth and this should be dealt with before we enter the Summer 
Months. 
 
In preparation for haymaking, please check mowers, rakes and balers 
and do pre-season maintenance on bearings, belts, chains and drive 
shafts to minimize the chance of overloaded or overheating equipment. 
While you may prevent a fire, you will probably also avoid costly 
damage, downtime and repairs. While you are checking the machinery, 
don’t forget to fill, check and test Firefighting equipment that you may 
rely on if a fire does start. The right equipment and quick action to 
extinguish a small fire have obvious benefits. 
 
It is also time to spray grass around the home, sheds and fence lines 
as part of your fire prevention strategy. Once the grass has died off, 
removal of dead grass, leaf litter, twigs and old timber will remove a 
potential path for fire to reach your buildings. 
 
Should you require more information, visit the CFS website 
(www.cfs.sa.gov.au)  
 

 
BRIGADE AGM 
 
The Brigade AGM was held on Wednesday 22nd August. 
As it was a non-election year it was a relatively short event. 

 
Of special note were the comments 
amongst a number of reports of 
“Thanks” being raised to the 
unsung heroes of the Lyndoch CFS 
– the families and partners of 
members.  
 

One interesting fact from the reports from the AGM was 
that this is Neville’s 20th year as Brigade Captain having 
taken on the position on the 8th July 1992. Well Done! 

LYNDOCH STATION 
* UPDATE * 

 
As people drive past they have made 
comment on how it is progressing. 
Contractors are now working on the 
internals of the building and the 
concrete in the appliance bay should 
be poured by the end of August. 
Second fix should be starting shortly 
as we enter the final stretch. We are 
working on a handover date for the building on about the 
20th / 21st September. A current station opening is being 
planned and the next article will have details in relation to 
this. 
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What’s the Outlook over Summer? 
 
Every year CFS and the Bureau of Meteorology undertake regular assessment of the risk for the coming Fire Season. 
The following is an excerpt from that assessment. 
 
Temperature: 
The Bureau of 
Meteorology 
climate outlook 
shows that the 
odds are in favour 
of warmer 
maximum 
temperatures 
throughout the 
state, as well as 
above average 
minimum 
temperatures:  
 
The picture 
shows the chance 
of exceeding the 
maximum median 
temperature over 
the period 
October to 
December 2012 
 
Grassland fuels: Likely to be above average fuel production due to rain received.  
 
Summary:  

• The Bureau of Meteorology climate outlook indicates we could expect below average rainfall across the southern 
areas of the state. The forecast does not indicate the quantity of below average rainfall.  

• The year to date (25/9/12) rainfall totals have varied across the state with the north east pastoral recording above 
average.  

• The Bureau of Meteorology temperature prognosis for the next 3 months is for above average temperatures.  
• The current risk is Moderate - High, except for the pastoral areas where it is High to Very High.  
• Average rainfall over the next 3 month period will be critical in determining the risk. Without average rainfall, fuel 

may dry out earlier.  
• At this stage it appears to be potentially dryer than average season. There are no indications of a wetter spring.  
• Some areas across the state will potentially have an increase with the grass / pasture risk due to favourable 

growing conditions and abundance of growth from previous seasons.  
 

FIRE BAN DATES 
 
Some dates have been set for the Fire Ban 
Districts for the 2012 – 2013 Fire Danger 
Season.  
Please refer the CFS Website or the 
Lyndoch CFS Website for this information. 

LYNDOCH STATION – UPDATE 
 
The date for the Stage 1 handover of the Station has 
moved to the 12th October due to minor holdups.  
Watch the next Grapevine for details on the Official 
Opening which we hope to schedule in late November. 
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New LYNDOCH Station!! 
 
For many this has been a long time coming. At last Stage 1 has been completed and as of Thursday 25th October 2012 it 
was handed over by the contractor to CFS for occupation to occur. Work is however on-going and Stage 2 should be 
starting shortly which will focus on the external surrounds – fences, car parking and general landscaping. This process 
will take a minimum of 6 – 8 weeks to complete. 
 
Our original station enabled us to store a single appliance only in it and it was a tight squeeze for the new appliance 
which was slightly high and longer – we now have no worries. The original station consisted of an area of approx 50m2 
which included a small office to a station which is now approx 225m2. Check the Lyndoch CFS Website in early 
November for some updated photographs. 
 

Seeking NEW Members!! 
 
At Lyndoch CFS it's a real team effort and we need lots of team players with different 
skills.  While we actively seek operational firefighters and people available during the 
day, you don't have to be out there holding the hose fighting fires - we also need 
people to do things like operating the radio, logistics, administration, catering and 
lots more. 
 
 You never know what challenges you'll be facing next week, but one thing's for sure 
- it will never be boring. 
 
 "A healthy community needs active participants" 
 
Many of the current volunteers indicate they joined to protect and help their local 
communities.  And the pay?  Well, there isn't any.  But the rewards are many - learning new skills, keeping fit, 
gaining valuable qualifications, earning respect within the community, having fun, being active as part of a team.  
We really do make a difference. 
 

 We've got the gear. 
 We've got the experience. 
 We'll train you. 
 We'll equip you. 
 All you need to bring along is your energy and your enthusiasm. 

 
"Satisfaction guaranteed" 
 
In our many roles we work with the Police, Metropolitan Fire Service, State Emergency Service, SA Ambulance and 
National Parks personnel.  Wherever we're needed, we're there. 
 
So, if you want to be part of a team that really makes a difference, give the Captain a call or come to the 
Information Night on Tuesday 13th November 2012 – from 7.00pm – 9.00pm 
 
EPA Rules on backyard burning (Domestic Premises) 
The rules are simple – you can burn between 10am – 3pm – 
Monday to Saturday. You cannot burn on Sunday’s or Public 
Holiday. You should also be only burn dry paper, cardboard, 
wood, garden clippings. For more information contact The 
Barossa Council on 8563 8444 

 FIRE BAN DATES 
 
Some dates have been set for the Fire Ban 
Districts for the 2012 – 2013 Fire Danger Season.  
Please refer the CFS Website or the Lyndoch CFS 
Website for this information. 
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Are you prepared?? 
 
We haven’t even started Summer officially yet, but already we have seen an increase in the number of incidents we have 
been responded to. Since the beginning of November, Lyndoch has responded to 14 incidents, a significant number of 
which have been grass / scrub fire related. Of these a number were started as a result of dry lightning but for some, the 
cause has been identified a suspicious. While they have not necessarily been in the Lyndoch response area, Lyndoch 
has supported many of its near neighbours with crews. A member of Lyndoch also went over to the Port Lincoln fires for a 
number of shifts. 
 
It is with this in mind that we pose the question – are you prepared for a fire in or around your property.  
 
Do you: 
 

 Know what a Safer Settlement, Safer Precinct and Place of Last Resort are for your area? 
 Have you developed a bushfire action plan with your family? 
 Do you understand what is meant by Severe, Extreme and Catastrophic conditions 

 
If you can answer yes to all of these, then well done – if not don’t panic – there are a number of places you can go to get 
help with this information. 
 
Go to www.cfs.sa.gov.au and click on the icons as shown on the right. 
 
If you click on the Bushfire Ready link you will find all sorts of information 
on: 
 

 Knowing if you are at risk? 
 Activating your bushfire plan? 
 What items go into making up a bushfire survival kit? 
 What to do – Bushfire Safety for Travellers 

 
If you click on the Bushfire Safer Places – look on the right hand side for “The Barossa Council” and follow the link. This 
will show where the Safer Settlements, Precincts and Places of last resort are. 
 
The CFS website also shows the current incidents, Fire ban districts and their level of alert. If you 
have the opportunity please spend some time looking at this site. 
 
Also, a note for your diary – the Community Education Unit will be next to the Lyndoch CFS BBQ at 
the Lyndoch Street Party this year. Come and visit Penny Kazla who will be there to answer any of 
your questions. 
 

Lyndoch Station – Stage 2 
 
The external area of the station is now being developed – since the last article, a fence has been erected, and water 
retention and landscaping has commenced and it is hoped this will be finished in the next 2-3 weeks. Once all this has 
been done an official opening of the station will be scheduled but this is likely to be held either February or March subject 
to weather and operational conditions. 
 
Interested in joining? 
 
If you are interested in joining, please come along on any Wednesday training night and we are more than happy to 
spend some time talking to you and showing you what we have to offer. Also feel free to contact the Brigade Captain. 
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